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NE are two” opinions" whit wii 


—— ate apt to take upon truſt. The felt 
is-—a vitibus life, is à life of liberty, plenfure, 
and happy Wengbsged -The fecond i and 


which'is the converſe of the fitſt. tät à re- 
ligious Hfe is a ſervile and moſt uncbmfoftäble 


e bf of een nov õ,, 


Tune Riff breach Which the devil made upon 
nba] chats Was by the Help öf the firſt 
of theſs-hpglettions; when he told Eve, that by 
eating of tie tres of knowledge, ſhe ſhould be 
as God, that is, hes oul@'reap ſbtne High and 
ſtrange folicity Fon! doing What Was forbidden 
her. But Iineed not repeat "the fucbefs Eve 
learnt the difference" between gd ud eil oy 
her transgreffion © whieh-ſhe Khew not befor — 
but chen the' fatally leurnt at che fame tit, that 
theifference' was any dis th G00 15 thut 
er. V. A which 
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L 
which can only give the mind pleaſure and com- 
fort— and that evil is that, which muſt neceſſa- 
rily be qttended-ſooner of lyjer yithfihome and 


ſorrow, 

„As the deeeiver, of mankind. thus began hi 
None our 288 Ns pn 25 
ever ſince b the. verx. ſame argument of delu- 
ſion.— That is, by poſſeſſing men's minds early 
with great expectations of the preſerſt incomes 
of ſin — making them dream of wondrous gra- 
kiflcations they are to feel in following their 
appetites in a forbidden way—— making them 
fancy, that their own grapes yield not ſo de- 
lieious a;taſte, as their, neighbours, and that they 
ſhall. quench, their thirſt with more pleaſure at 
his fountain, than at their ow]n. This is the 
opinion which at, firſt too generally -prevails— 
till experience and proper ſeaſons of reflection 
make us all at one time or other confeſs. that 
our counſellor has been, as from the beginning, 
an impoſtor and that inſtead of fulfilling theſe 
hopes of gain and fweetneſs in what is forbidden 
— that on the contrary, every unlawful enjoy- 
ment leads only to, bitterneſs and loſs. 
The ſecond opinion, or, That a religious life 
is a ſervile and uncomfortable ſtate, has proved 
a no leſs fatal and capital ſalſe principle in the 
conduct of unexperience through liſe the foun- 
dation of which miſtake ariſing chiefly from this 
previous wrong judgment that true happineſs 
and freedom lies in a man's always following his 
11184 . f\ ; © BW 


1 3 J 


own humour that to live by moderate and pre- 
ſerib'd rules, is to live without joy. that not 
to proſecute our paſſions i is to be cowards— and 
to. forego every thing for bo rms: diſtagee of 

2 life. 8150 420 —— 59185 

Was it true that a 80000 man could. have 

no pleaſure . but what ſhould ariſe from that re- 
mote proſpect Lon we are by natare ſo 
goaded on by the deſire of preſent happineſs, that 
was that the caſe, thouſands. wou'd faint under 
the diſcouragement of ſo remote an expeRatian. 
But in the mean time the Scriptures give usa 
very different proſpe& of this matter. — There 
we are told that the ſervice of God is true liberty 
— that, the, yoke. of Chriſtianity, is eaſy in com- 


pariſon of that yoke, which muſt be brought up- 


on us by any other ſyſtem. of living, — and the 


text tells of wiſdom— by which he means Reli- 


gion, that it has pleaſantneſs in its way, as well 
as glory in its end that it will bring us peace 
and joy ſuch as the world cannot give. So that 

upon examining the truth of this aſſertion, we 
Mall be ſet right in this error, by ſeeing that a 
religious man's. ' happineſs does not ſtand at ſo 
tedious a diſtance but is ſo preſent and indeed 
ſo inſeparable from him, as to be felt and taſted 
every hour and of this even the vicious can 
hardly be inſenſihle, from What he may perceive 


to ſpring up in his mind, from any caſual act of 


virtue. And though it is a pleaſure that properly 
pelo to the good yet let any one try the 
131442 experi- 
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experiment, uch he Win We. Uher In Med by 
that! moral delight, afiſing from the conſcience 
f well doing. Let him but refreſh the bowels 
of dne needy - let him comfort the broken. 
hearted or check an appetite, or oberbome a 
temptation— or receive an affront With temper 
and meekneſs- Land he ſhall find the tacit praife 
of What he has done, darting through his mind, 
accompanied with "ſincere pleaſure . conſcience 
playing the monitor even tb the looſe and moſt 
inoônſiderate, in their moſt caſual acts of well. 
doing; and is, Tike' a" voice whiſpering behind 
and faying— this is the way of pleaſantneſs— 
his is the path of peade . walk in it — 
But to do ferther juſtide to the text, we muſt 
look beyond this inward recompence which is 
always inſeparable from virtue Land take a View 
of the outward' advantages, which are as inſe- 
parable from it, and which the Apoſtle particu- 
larly refers to, when tis fald, Godlineſs has the 
promiſe of this" life; as well as that which is to 
come and in this argument it is, that religion 
appears in all its glory and regt unanſwer- 
able in all its obligations that beſides the prin- 
eipal'work which it does for us in ſecuring our 
fature well. being in the other World, it is like- 
wiſe the moſt effectual means to promote 'our 
preſent— and that not only moral, upon ac- 
count of that reward which virtuous actions do 
entitle a man unto from a juſt and a wiſe provi- 
en by a natural tendency in themſelves; 

J which 
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which the duties of religion have #0 procure us 
riches, health, reputation, credit, and all thoſe 
things, wherein our temporal happineſs is thought 
to conſiſt. and this not only in promoting the 
| Wellbeing of particular perſons, but of public 
communities and of mankind in general, — agree- 
able to what the wiſe man has leſt us on record, 
that righteouſneſs exalteth a nation: inſomuch, 
chat could we, in conſidering this argument, 
ſuppoſe ourſelves; to be in a capacity of expoſty- 
lating with God, concerning the terms upon 
which we would ſubmit to his government 
and to chuſe the laws ourſelves which, we would 


Which upon all accounts would be more adyan- 
tageous to our on intereſts than thoſe very 
conditions to Which we are obliged by the rules 
of religion and virtue. And in this does che 
reaſonableneſs of chriſtianity, and the beauty and 


wiſdom of proyidence appear moſt-eminently to- 


wards mankind, in governing us by ſuch laws, 
as do moſt apparently tend to make us happy. 
and in a word, in making that, in his mercy, to 
be our duty, which in his wiſdom he knows to 
be our intereſt — that is to ſay, what is moſt 
conducive to the eaſe and comfort of our mind, 
the health and ſtrength of our body, — the 
Honour and proſperitʒy of our ſtate and condition, 
the friendſhip and good will of our felloy 
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be bound to obſerve, it would be impoſſible for 


creatures; to the attainment of all which, no 
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more effectual means can poſſibly be made uſe 
of, than that plain direction, to lead an uticot- 
rupted liſe, and to do the thing Which is right, 
to uſe no deceit in in our 88 nor do- evil © 
our neighbour, *' Aug | 

For the better imprinting of: which oth in 
your memories, give me leave to offer a wie 
A to your conſideration. 

The firſt is, that juſtice and towed contri- 
bute very much towards all the faculties of the 
mind: I mean, that it clears up the underſtand- 
ing from that miſt, which dark and crooked de- 
ſigns are apt to raiſe in it and that it keeps 
up a regularity in the affections, by ſuffering no 
luſts or $#2nds to diſorder them. That it like. 

Wiſe preſerves the mind from all damps of grief 
and melancholy, which are the ſure conſequences 
of unjuſt actions; and that by ſuch an improve- 
ment of the faculties, it makes a man ſo much 
the abler to diſcern, and ſo much the more chear- 
ful, active and diligent to mind his buſineſs. 
Light is ſown for the righteous, ſays the pro- 
phet, and gladneſs for the upright i in heart—- 

Secondly, let it be obſerved, — that in the 
'continuance and'courſe of a virtuous man's affairs, 
there is little probability of his falling into conſi- 
derable diſappointments or calamities;—not only 
'becauſe guarded by the providence of God, but 
that honeſty is in its own pature' the fruit: from 
On: | DOR, g. 914 
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Fitſt, becauſe ſuch à one lays no projects, 


which-it-is the intereſt of another to blaſt, an 
therefore needs no indirett methods or deceitfũl 


practices to ſecure his intereſt by undermining 


others The paths of virtue ure plain and Reait, 
ſo that the blind, perſons of the meaneſt capacity, 
ſhall not err. Diſhoneſty requires ſkill to con- 


duct it, and as great art to/concealo— what tis 


every one's intereſt to detect. And I think I 
need not remind you how oſt it happens in at- 
tempts of this kind where worldly men; in 
Haſte to be rich, have over-rutt the only means 
to it, — and for want of laying their contrivances 


with proper cunning ,-or managing them with 
proper ſecrecy and advantage, have loſt for ever, 


what they might have certainly feeured by ho- 
neſty and plain dealing. The general cauſes of 
the diſappointments in their buſineſs; or of un- 
happineſs in their lives, lying but too manifeſtly 
in their own diſorderly paſſions, Which by at- 
tempting to carry them a ſhorter Way to riches 
and honour, diſappoint them of both for ever, 
and make plain their ruin is from themſelves, and 


that they eat the fruits, which their own 1 


have watered and ripened. 


Conſider, in the third place, cbt as the re: 
ligious and moral man, one of which he cannot 
be without the other, not only takes the ſureſt 
courſe for ſucceſs in his affairs, but is diſpoſed 


to procure à help, which never enters into the 
thoughts of a wicked one: for being conſcious 
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of upright intentions, he can look towards hea. 
wen, and with ſome afſurance recommend his 
affairs to God's bleſſing and direction whereas 
the frandulent and:diſhoneſt Man, dares not call 
for God's bleſſing upon his deſigns, or if he 
does, he knows it is in vain to expect it. Now 
a man who believes that he has God on his fide, 
acts with another ſort of life and courage, than 
the who knows he ſtands alone; like Eſau, with 
his hand — n dan — mam 
hand againſt his. 1 
The eyes of the Lord n tightens, 
and his ears are open to their cry. but the face 
of the Lord is againſt them that do evil. 
Conſider, in the fourth place; that in all good 
governments who underſtand their on intereft, 
the upright and honeſt man ſtands much fairer 
for preferment, and much more likely to be em- 
Ployed in all things when fidelity is wanted 
for all men, however the caſe ſtands with them- 
elves, they love at leaſt to find honeſty in thoſe 
they truſt; nor is there any uſage we more 
hardly digeſt, than that of being outwitted and 
deceived — This is ſo true an obſervation , that 
the greateſt knaves have no other way to get 
into buſineſs, but by counterfeiting honeſty, and 
-pretending to be what they are not; and when 
the impoſture is diſcovered, as it is a thouſant 
to one but it will, I have juſt ſaid, what muſt 
' the the certain conſequence : — for when ſuch a 
tone falls, — he has none to help: lim , — ſo he 
ſeldom riſes again —— 


This 
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bis brings us to a fiſth particular in vindien- 


ton of the text, — That a virtuous man has this! 
ſtrong advantage on his ſide, tlie reverſe of the 
laſt, that the more and the longer he is known, 
ſo much the better is he loved ſo much the 
more truſted. ſo that his reputation and his 
fortune have a gradual inereaſe : and if calami 
ties or croſs accidents ſhould bear him down,. 
as no one ſtands out of their reach in this world; 
— if he ſnould fall, who would not pity his! 
diſtreſs, who would not ſtretch forth his hand 
to raiſe him from the ground Wherever there 
was virtue, he might expect to meet a friend! 
and brother. And this is not merely ſpeeula- 
tion, but fact, confirmed by numberleſs examples: 
in liſe, of men falling into misfortunes, whoſe 
character and tried probity have raiſed them 
helps, and bore them up, yy oP! ow 

help has forſook them. $1 
- Laſtly, to ſum up the account « the upon 
advantages which probity has on its ſide, let us 
not forget that greateſt of all happideſhy which 
the text refers to, in the expreſſion of all its 
paths being peace, —peace and content of mind, 
ariſing from the conſciouſneſs of virtue, Which 
is the true and only foundation of all eartlily fa- 
tisfaction; and where that is wanting, whatever 
other enjoyments you beſtow upon a wicked 
man, they will as ſoon add a cubit to his ſtature 
as to his happineſs. In the midſt of the higheſt 
entertainments this, like the hand-writing' 
B 3 upon 
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upon the wall, will be enough to ſpoil and” dif. 
reliſh the feaſt but much more ſo, when the 
tumult and hurry of delight is over, — when all 
is ſtill and ſilent, when the ſinner has nothing 
to do but attend its laſhes and remorſes; — and 
this, in ſpite of all the common arts of diverſion, 
Will be often the caſe of every wicked man; 
for We cannot live always upon the ſtretch; 
qut faculties, will not bear conſtant pleaſure any 
more than conſtant pain; - there will be ſome. 
vacancies: and when there are, they will be ſure 
to be filled with uncomfortable thoughts and 
black reflections. So that, ſetting aſide the 
great after · reckoning, the pleaſures of the wicked 
are over- bought, even in this world —— 

I conclude with one obſervation upon the 
whole of this argument, which is this — 
- Notwithſtanding the great foree with which 
it has been often urged by good writers, there 
are many caſes, which, it may not reach. 
wherein vicious men may ſeem to enjoy their 
portion of this life ,— and live as happy, and fall 
into as few troubles as other men: and, there- 
fore, it is prudent not to lay more ſtreſs upon 
this argument than it will bear: — but always 
remember to call into our aid, that great and 
more unanſwerable argument, which will anſwer 
the moſt doubtful caſes which can be ſtated 
and that is, certainty; of a future life, which 
chriſtianity: has brought to light. However men 
ma differ in their rina of. the uſefulneſs of 


virtue 


1 9 
Fl = 

8 1 
# 


EN 1 


virtue for our preſent purpoſes,— no one was 
ever ſo abſurd, as to deny it ſerved our beſt and 
our laſt intereſt.— When tlie litfle intereſts of 
this life were at an end: — upon which conſide- 


ration we ſhould always lay the great weight 


which it is fitteſt to bear, as the ſtrongeſt appeal, 
and moſt unchangeable motive that can govern 
our actions at all times. — However, as eyery 
good argument on the ſide of religion ſhould in 
proper times be made uſe of it is fit ſometimes 
to examine this,. — by proving virtue is not e 

deſtitute, of a preſent; reward, — but 1 
her hand a ſufficient, recompence for all the ſelf. 
denials ſhe may occaſion:ſhe is pleaſant inthe 
way,— as well as in the end j—her Ways being 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths peace. — 

But it is her greateſt and moſt; diſtinguiſhed glory, 
that. ſhe befriends us hereaſter, and brings us 
peace at the laſt;— and this is A portion ſhe can 
never be diſinherited of —which may God. of 
his . e us Ae. for the e of A 
Chriſt. 188 
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Our Converſation in Heaven. 
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account which St. Paul renders of | himſelf, to 
Juſtify that particular” part of his condu@-and 
proceeditig,— his leaving ſo ftrangely, and de 
ſerting his Jewiſh rites and ceremonies, to which 
he was known to have been formerly ſo much 
attached, and in defence of Which he had been 
ſo warmly and ſo remarkably engaged. This, 
as it had been matter of provocation againſt him 
_ Amongſt his own countrymen the Jews, ſo was 
it no leſs an occaſion of ſurprize to the Gentiles; 
that a perſon of his great character, intereſt 
and reputation, — one who was deſcended from 
a tribe of Iſrael, deeply ſkilled in the profeſſions, 
and zealous in the ob/ervances of the frraiteſt 
ſect of that religion; who had their tenets in- 
ſtilled into him from his tender years, under the 
inſtitution of the ableſt maſters;—a Phariſee him- 
ſelf, — the ſon of a Phariſee, and brought up at 
the feet of Gamaliel ,—one that Was ſo deeply 
_ intereſted, 


C 15 3 


;ndereſted; and an acceſſary in the perſecntion of 
another religion, juſt then newly come up a 
religion to which his whole ſect, as well as him. 
ſelf, had been always the bittereſt and moſt in- 
veterate enemies, and were conſtantly upbraided 
as ſuch, by the firſt founder af it that a per- 
fon ſo beſet, and hem'd in with intereſts and pre- 
Judices on all fides, ſhould after all turn proſelyte 
to the very religion he had hated; — a religion 
too, under the moſt univerſal contempt of any 
then in the world. the chiefs and leaders of it 
men of the loweſt birth and education, without 
any advantages of parts or learning, or other 
endowments to recommend them: that he 
ſhould quit and abandon all his former privileges, 
to become merely a fellow-labourer with theſe, 
that he ſhould give up the reputation he had 
acquired amongſt his brethren by the ſtudy and 
labours of a whole life; that he ſhould give up 
his friends, — his relations and family, from 
whom he eſtranged and-baniſhed himſelf for life; 
— this was an event fo very extraordinary. 
ſo odd and unaccountable, that it might well con. 
found the minds of men to anſwer for it. It was 
not to be accounted for upon the common rules 
and meaſures of proceeding in human life. ' | 
The apoſtle, therefore, ſince no one elſe could 
o well do it for him, comes} in this chapter, to 
give an explanation why he had thus forſaken ſo 
many worldly advantages, which was owing 
to a —_ and more uneonquerable affe ction to 
a better 


by other- conſiderations, 


L 4 J 
à better and more valuable intereſt; that in the 
poor perſecuted faith, — which he had once re- 
proached and deſtroyed, — he bad now found 
ſuch a fullneſs of divine grace, ſuch unfathom- 
üble depths of God's infinite mercy, and love 
towards mankind, that he could think nothing 
too much to part with in order to his embracing 
chriſtianity nay , he accounted all things but 
loſs , that is, leſs than nothing, for the excel - 
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The apoſtle, after this apology for himſelf,. 
proceeds, in the ſecond verſe before the text, to 
give a very different repreſentation of the worldly. 
views and ſenſual principles of other pretending 
teachers, who had ſet themſelves up as an ex- 
ample for men to walk by; againſt whom he 
renews this caution :>—For many walk, of whom 
I have told you often, and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are the enemies to the croſs 
of Chriſt,— whoſe end is deſtruction, whoſe 
God is their belly, and whoſe glory is in their 
ſhame, who mind earthly things, —@eovsles,— 
reliſh them, making them the only object of 
their wiſhes . taking aim at nothing better, and 
nothing higher. But our converſation, ſays he 


in the text, is in heaven. We chriſtians, Who 


have embraced a perſecuted faith, are governed 
have greater and 
nobler views; — here we conſider ourſelves only 


as pilgrims and ſtrangers. Our home is in an- 


other * where we are continually tending; 
0 there 
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. 
when the few days of our pilgrimage ſhall be 
over, there ſhall we return, Where a quiet ha- 


bitation and a perpetual reſt is deſigned and pre · 
pared for us for ever. Our converſation is in 
heaven, from whence, ſays he, we alſo look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſas-Chrift, who ſhall 
change our vile body, that -it may be faſhioned 
like unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able to ſubdue all things 
unto him. It is obſervable, that St. Peter re- 
preſents the ſtate af chriſtians under the ſame 
image, of ſtrangers on earth, whoſe city and 
proper home, is heaven: he makes uſe of that 
relation of citizens of heaven, us a ſtrong argu- 
ment for a pure and holy liſe, beſeeching them 


ar pilgrims and ſtrangers here, as men whoſe 


intereſts and connections are of ſo ſhort a date, 
and ſo trifling a nature, to abſtain from fleſnly 
luſts, which war againſt. the foul, that is, unfit 
it for its heavenly country, and give it a diſreliſh 
to the enjoyment of that pure and ſpiritualized 
happineſs, of which that region muſt conſiſt, 
wherein there ſhall in no wiſe enter any thing 
that defileth, neither whatſoever worketh abo- 
mination.— The apoſtle tells us, that without 
holineſs no man ſhall ſee God; — by which no 
doubt he means, that a-virtuons life is the only 
medium of happineſs and terms of; ſalvation ,— 
which can only give us admiſſion into-heaven.— 
But ſome of our divines carry the aſſertion fur- 
ther, 
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ther, that without holineſs, without ſome 
previous ſimilitude wrought in the faeulties of 
the mind, correſponding with the tiature of the 
pureſt of beings, who is to be the object of bur 
fruition hereafter; that it is net moralty only, 
but phyſically impoſſible for it tobe happy, — 
and that an impure and polluted ſon; is not only 
unworthy of ſo pure a preſence às the ſpirit of 
God, but even — ab eer heben e! „ n it 
| be admitted; NG 

And here, not to feign a long mene as 
fome have done, of a ſinner's being admitted into 
heaven, witli a particular deſcription of his con- 
dition and behaviour there, We need only con- 
fider, that the ſupreme good, like any other 
good, is of a relative nature, and conſequently 
the enjoyment of it muſt require ſome qualifica- 
tion in the faculty; as well as the enjoyment 
of any other good does; chere muſt be ſome- 
thing antecedent in che diſpoſition and temper, 
which will render that god a good to that indi- 
vidual, other wiſe though, it is true, it may 
be' poſſeſſed, —yet it never can be enjoyed. 

Preach to a voluptuous epicure , Who knoys 
of: no other happineſs in this world, but what 
ariſes from good eating and drinking; — ſuch a 
one, in the apoſtle's language, whoſe God was 
his belly preach to him of the abſtractions of 
the ſoul, tell of its flights, and briſker motion 
zr the pure regions of immenſit y; repreſent 
to him that ſaints and angels eat not, but that 
the 
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the ſpirit of . man lives for ** 
and holineſs, and heavenly contemplations 
Why, the only eſſect would be, that the fat 
glutton would ſtare a While upon the preacher, 
and in a few minutes, fall faſt aſleep. No; if 
Jou would catch his attention, and make him 
take in your diſcourſe greedily on muſt 
preach; to him out of the Alcoran, talk of the 
raptures of ſenſual enjoyments, and of the ples- 
ſures of the perpetual feaſting, which Mahomet 
has deſeribed; — there you touch upon a note 
Which awakens. and finks into the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of his ſoul Without Which, diſcourſe as 
wiſely and abſtractedly as you will of heaven, 
your repreſentations of it, however glorigus and 
exalted; will paſs like the ſongs of melody over 
an ear n of en the diſtinction of 
Lande * eee brig 
We ſee, even in the common bst weg 
ſociety how tedious it is to be in the oom 
pany of a perſon Whoſe humour is diſagreeable 
to our on,; though perhaps in all other reſpects 
of the greateſt worth and excellen cy. Ho 
then can we imagine that an ill - diſpoſed ſoul, 
whoſe converſation never reached to heaven but 
whoſe appetites and deſires, to the laſt hour, have 
grovel'd upon this unclean ſpot of earth how 
can we imagine it ſhould hereafter take pleaſure 
an God, or be able to taſte joy or ſatisfaction 
from his preſence, who is ſo inſinitely pure, that 
he even putteth no truſt in his faints,— _— 
a e 
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the heavens themſelves;"as Job ſays, clean in his 
ſight. The conſideration of this has led ſorne 
writers ſo far, as to ſuy, with ſome degree of 
irreverence- in the expreſſion, chat it was not 
In the power of God to make a wicked man 
happy, if the ſoul was ſeparated from the body, 
With all its vicious habits and inelinations unre- 
formed which thought, a very able divine in 
our church has purſued ſo far, as to declare his 
belief —— that could the happieſt manſion in 
heaven be ſuppoſed to be allotted to a groſs and 
polluted ſpirit, it would be ſo far from being 
happy in it, that it would do penance there to all 
eternity by which he meant, it would carry 
ſuch appstites along with it, for which there 
could be found no ſuitable objects. A ſufficient 
enuſe for conſtant torment; — for thoſe that it 
found there, would be ſo diſproportioned, that 
they would rather vex and upbraid it, than ſatisfy 
its wants. This, it is true, is mere ſpeculation, 
Land what concerns us not to know ;»—it being 
enough for our purpoſe, that ſuch an experiment 
is never likely to be tried, . that wWe ſtand upon 
different terms with God, that a virtuous life 7 
is the foundation of all our happineſs;— that as t 
God has no pleaſure in wickedneſs; neither ſhall c 
any evil dwell with him; and that, if we ex- 
pe& our happineſs to be in heaven, we miiſt 
bave our converſation in heaven, whilſt upon 
earth make it: the frequent ſubje& of our 
thoughts and meditations, let every ſtep we 
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take tend that way, every action of our lives 


be conducted by that great mark of the prize of 


our high-calling, forgetting thoſe things which 


are behind ;—forgetting this world. diſengaging 
our thoughts and affections from it, and thereby 
transforming them to the likeneſs: of What we 


hope to be hereafter. How can we expect the 
inheritance of the ſaints of light, upon other 
terms than what they themſelves obtained it ? 


Can that body expect to riſe and ſhine in 
glory, that is a ſlave to luſt, or dies in the ſiery 


purſuit of an impure deſire? Can that heart ever 


become the lightſome ſeat of peace and joy, that 


burns hot as an oven with anger, rage, envy, 


luſt, and ſtrife ? full of wicked imaginations; ſet 
only to deviſe. and entertain evil?x?/˖ 
Can that fleſh appear in the laſt day, and in- 
herit the kingdom of heaven in the gloriſied 
ſtrength of perpetual youth, that is now clearly 
conſumed in intemperance,—fſinks in the ſurfert 


of continual drunkenneſs and gluttony, and then 
tumbles into the grave, and almoſt pollutes the 


ground that is under it? Can we reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that head ſhall ever wear or become 
the crown of righteouſneſs and peace, in Which 
dwells nothing but craft and avarice, deceit and 
fraud and treachery, —which is always plodding 
upon worldly. deſigns, racked with ambition 
rent aſunder with diſcord, ever delighting in 
miſchief to others, and unjuſt advantages to it- 
ſelf? Shall that tongue, which is the glory of a 
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man when rightly 3 ever ſet to 
God's heavenly praiſes, and warble forth the 
Harmonies of the bleſſed, that is now full of 
curſing and bitterneſs, -backbiting and ſlander, 
n and 1 the 
Dae of aſps? 1 ieee, 
Can it enter intend Ae even to hape, that 
thoſe hands can ever receive the reward of righ- 
teouſneſs, that are full of blood, laden with the 
wages. of. iniquity; of theft, rapin, violence, 
extortion, or other unlawful gain? or that thoſe 
feet ſhall ever be beautiful upon the mountains 
of light and joy, that were never ſhod for the 
preparation of the goſpel -— that have run quite 
out of the way of God's word, and made haſte 
only to do evil? no ſurely. In this ſenſe ,— 
he that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill . and 

he which is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill. 
How inconſiſtent, the whole body of ſin is, 
with the glories of the celeſtial body that ſhall 
be revealed hereafter ,— and that in proportion 
as We fix the repreſentation of theſe glories upon 
dur minds, and in the more numerous particulars 
ve do it, the ſtronger the neceſſity as Well as 
perſuaſion to deny ourſelves all ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, to live: ſoberly, ri uſly and 
godly in this preſent world, as the only way to 
entitle us to that bleſſedneſs ſpoken of in the Re- 
velations of thoſe Who do his commandments, 
and have a right to the tree of life, and ſhall 
n gates of the city of the living God, 
the 
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the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels; — to the general aſſembly 
and chùreh of the firſt horn, that are written in 
heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the 
ſpirits. of juſt men made perfect, — who! have. 
waſhed their robes, and made them white 1 in the 
blood of the kamba - . 

May God give us grace to live ad the per- 
petual influente* of this expeCation, — that by 
the habitual impreſſion of theſe, glories: upon our 
imaginations, and the frequent ſending forth our 
thoughts and employing them on the other world, 
— we may diſentangle them from this, and by 
ſo having our converſation in heaven whilſt we 


are here, we may be thought ſit inhabitants for 
it hereafter;—— that' when God at the laſt day 


mall come with thouſands and ten thouſarids of 


his ſaints to judge the world, we may enter with 
them into happineſs, and with angels and arch- 
angels, and all the company of heaven, We may 
praiſe: and magnify his glorious W and u 
his — for ever. Amen. 
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Tür fubje@.1 — whi "St. Peter i is diſ- 


courſing in this chapter, is the certainty of 
Chriſt's, coming to judge the world; — and the 
words of the text are the moral application he 
draws. from the repreſentation he gives of it, 
in which, in anſwer to the cavils of the ſcoffers 
in the latter days, concerning the delay -of his 
coming, — he tells them, that God is not ſlack 
concerning his promiſes, as ſome men count 
Nackneſs, but is long ſuffering to us ward; — 
that the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night, in which the heavens ſhall paſs away 
with a great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth alſo, and th 
works that are therein ſhall be burnt up. 
Seving den, ſays he, all theſe things ſhall be 
diſſolved, 


Ts 
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gdiflolved ;*what manner of perſons onght- 7e to 


be in all holy converſation and godlineſs The 
inference is unavoidable, — at leaſt in theory; 
however it fails in practice how widely theſe 
two differ, I intend to make the? ſubje& of this 
diſeourſe; and though it is a melancholy com- 
pariſon , to conſider, what manner of perſons 
we really are, with what manner of perſons 
we ought to be,” yet as the knowledge of the 
one, is at leaſt one ſtep towards the imptove- 
ment in the other the parallel will not be 
thought to Want its ue. 01 l ie bot wit nl 
- Give me leave, therefore; in the firſt place, 
to recall to your-obſervations, what kind of world 
it is we live in, and What ee ee 
really: are. on goto! | 49 bra, WSI 


Secondly, and in oppoſhion to this, I ſhall. 


make uſe of the apoſtle's argument; and from a 
brief repreſentation of the chriſtian religion, and 
the obligations it lays upon us, ſhew ; what 
manner of perſons we ought to be in all holy 
converſation and godlineſs, looking for and haſ- 
tening unto the coming of the day of God. 

Whoever takes a view of the world will, I 
fear, be able to diſcern, but very faint marks 
of this character, either upon the looks or actions 
of its inhabitants. Of all the ends and purſuits 
we are looking for, and haſtening unto, this 
would be the leaſt ſuſpected for without run- 
ning into that old declamatory cant upon the 
wickedne(s of the age, — we may ſay within 
2 C 2 the 
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the bounds. of truth ,— that there is as little in 
flaence from this principle which the apoſtle lays 
ſtreſs, on, and as little ſenſe of religion, — as ſmall 
a ſhare of virtue, at leaſt as little of the appear- 
ance of it, as can; be ſuppoſed to exiſt at all in a 
country Where it is countenanced by the ſtate, 
The degeneracy of the times, has been the 
common complaint of many ages: how much 
we exceed our forefathers in this, is known 
alone to that God Who trieth the hearts. But 
this we may be allowed to urge in their favour, 
they ſtudied at leaſt to preſerve the appearance 
of virtue publick vice Was branded with pub- 
liek infamy, and obliged to hide its head in pri- 
vacy. and retirement. The ſervice: of God was 
regularly attended, and n not _—_— ta 
the reprogches of the ſcorne. 

How the caſe ſtands with us e _ 
of theſe particulars, it is grievous: to report, and 
perhaps unacceptable. to religion herſelf; yet as 
this is a ſeaſon wherein it is fit we ſhould be 
told of our faults, let us for a moment impar · 
tially conſider the articles of this charge. 
And firſt, concerning the great article of re- 
ligion, and the influence it has at preſent upon 
the lives and behaviour of the preſent. times 
concerning which I have ſaid, that if we are to 
truſt appearances, there is as little as can well 
be ſuppoſed to exiſt at all in a chriſtian country. 
Here I ſhall ſpare exclamations, and avoiding 
all common place i: upon. the ſubject, con- 


fine 
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fine myſelf to facts, ſuch as every one wo lockt 


out, into the world, and makes any obſervations 
at all, will vouch ſor mneag 06 19d? 
- Now whatever are the degrees of real reli. 
gion amongſt us. Vhatever they are, the ap. 
pearances are ſtrong erer charitable ſide 
\ of the "queſtion." Eno v903- ba 03 nil 
If religion i e ee be found, dne 
would think it would be amongſt thoſe of the 
higher rank in life, whoſe education and oppor. 
tunities of knowing its great importance, ſhould 
have brought them over to its intereſt, and ren- 
dered them as firm in the defence of it, as emi- 
nent in its example But if ydu examine tho 
fact, you will almoſt” find it a teſt of a politer 
education and matk of more ſhining” parts, to 
know nothing, and indeed, care nothing at 
all about it: or if the ſubject happens to 
engage the attention of a few of the more 
ſprightly wits, that ĩt ſerves no other purpo. 
ſe, but that of being made merry at, and of 
being reſerved, as à ſtanding jeſt to enliven 
diſcourſe, I CRE —— their 
hands. (inis 18 408017 215 ini ll 1 
This is 0 ſore me not to — obſerved 
amongſt perſons of all ages, in What is called 
higher life; and ſo early: does the contempt of 
this great concern begin to ſlie M itſelſ that 
it is no uncommon thing to hear per ſons diſput- 
ing againſt religion, and raiſing cavils againſt 
= * at an age when ſome of them would 
1 C 3 be, 


L 726 N 


be hard feb to reado a chapter if it. And i ma 
add, that of thoſe whoſe ſtock in knowledge is 
ſomewhat larger, that fore the moſt part it has 
ſcarce any other foundation: to reſt on but the 
ſinking credit of traditional and ſecond · hand ob- 
jections againſt revelation, which had they lei. 
ſure to read, they would find anſwered and con. 
ſuted à thouſand times over. But this by the 
odonis ene ii Halt firs 
Af we take a view of the public worſhip of 
Almighty, God, and obſerve in what manner it 
is reverenced by perſons in this rank of life, who. 
ſe duty it is to ſet an example to the poor and 
ignorant, we ſhall ſind concurring evidence upon 
this melancholy argument of a general want of 
all ont ward demonſtration of a ſenſe of our duty 
towards God, as if religion was a buſineſs fit on- 
ly to employ tradeſmen and mechanics and the 
ſalvation of our ſouls, a concern utterly below 
the . of a perſon en n * 
fegnence n 5b gm νẽ,j,ꝝ⁰ 129 

I ſhall ſay — at preſent — * 
of mankind . though they have not yet got into 
the faſhion of laughing at religion, and treating 
it with ſcorn and contempt, and I believe are 
too ſerious a ſet of creatures ever to come into 
it; yet we are not to imagine; but that the con- 
temt it. is held in by thoſe woſe examples they 
are too apt to imitate, will in time utterly ſha- 
ke their principles, and render them, if not as 
prophane, at leaſt as corrupt as their betters.— 
31 When 
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. this event happens and we begin to ferl 
the effects of it in our dealings with them, thoſe 
Who have dene the Wiſchief will find the need. 
ty at laſt of turning religious in their own defets. 
ce; and for Wut of a better principle, to ſet an 
example of piety and good — hae pe own 
Intereſt and'convenieficeat. 7 97 TD 
Thus much br dhe Tunguiſhing date of religion 
in the'preſent age in virtue and good morals 
perhaps the aetount may — bigben —— * 
— engatrehI - n ode) i 
And here, — that an Ape 
es man, hQ heard tow loudly We aft talk- 
ed in behalf of virtue and moril honeſty, and 
how unanimous We were all in our cry againſt 
vieious characters of all denominations, Would 


de apt haſtily to conclude ; that ewe e 


was in an uproar about it— and that there was 
ſs general a horrour and deteſtation of vice 
amongſt us, that mankind were all aſſociating 
together to hunt it out of the world, and give 
it no quarter. This I own would® be a natural 
conclufion for any one who only truſted his ears 
upon tiiis ſubject . Hut as matter of fact is al- 
lowed better evidence than bear- fay let us ſee 
in the prefent how the one cafe is contradifted 
by Ttheotheraant e 706 todmnarg at oily 

However vehement web approve” ourfelves 
in diſcourſe> againſt vice— I believe no one is 
ignorant that the reception it actually misets with 
is very different - the conduct and behavio of 
did T C 4 the 
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the world is ſo oppoſite to their language, and 
all We hear ſo contradicted hy what we ſee, as 
te leave little room to queſtion which ſenſe we 
are to truſt. 174" hav Sint g wt 
©; Lock, I. abet — amongſt thoſe . 
higher ſtations are made a ſhelter for the liberties 
they take, you will ſee, chat no mars character 
is ſo infamous; nor any woman's ſo abandoned, 
as not to be viſited and admitted freely into all 
companies, and, if the party gan pay for it, even 
publicly to be courted, careſſed, and flattered 
I this will not overthrow. the credit of our vir- 
tue, take a ſhort view of the general decay of it, 
from the faſhionable. exceſſe of the age in fa 
_ party, that a man oſ ſobriety; temperance, and 
tegularity, ſoatce knows how to. accommodate 
himſelf to the ſociety he lives in and is oft as 
much at a doſs how and where te diſpoſe of him. 
ſelf;— and unleſs you ſuppoſe a mixture of con- 
ſtancy in his temper, it is great odds but ſuch a 
one would be xidienled, and laugbed out of his 
ſoruples and his virtue at the ſame time to 
ſay nothing of cecalional gioting chambering and 
Wantonneſa. . Conſider how many public mar- 
kets are eſtabliſhed merely for the ſale of virtue, 
where the manner of going, tao. ſadly inditates 
the intention: Hand the diſguiſe each is under, 
not only gives; power ſafely to drive on the bar. 
gain, but too often tempts to earry it into exe: 
eutien f Tove. 
9113 4 This 
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This inning under diſguiſe, Iown;-ſeetngtb 
2 ſome appearance: ob a ſecret homage to vir- 
tue and decorum, and might be acknowledged 
as ſuch ; was it not the only publie inſtance the 
world ſeems to give of it. In other caſes, u 
juſt ſenſe of ſhame ſeems à matter of ſo little 
concern, that inſtead of: any regularity of heha- 
viour, you ſee thouſands who. are tired with the 
very fatm of it, and Who at length have even 
thrown the maſk of it aſide, as a uſeleſs piece of 
incumbrance.— This 1 believe will need na exi- 
dence, it ãs too evidently ſeen in the open liber- 
ties taken every day, in defiance, not to ſay of 
religion, but of deceney and common good man- 
ners; ſo that it is no uncommon thing to be- 
hold vices, which heretofore: Were committed 
only in dark corners, now openly ſhewotheir 
face in broad day, and oft times with ſack ati air 
of triuthph; as if the party thought be was doing 
himſelf honour, or that he thonght the deluding 
an unhappy: creature, and the keeping her in 2 
ſtate of guilt, was as neceſſary a piece of gran- 
deut as the keeping — id him 
as much credit mee his for- 
tung., ee wo bat yrs 
If we Saſs yo from ebene to the indeco- 
rums of the age, which ds a ſoſter name for vi- 
ces, you; will ſcarce ſee any thing, in what is 
called) higher life, but what beſpeaks a general 
relaxation of / all order and diſcipline, in which 
our 9 as well as manners ſeem to be ſet 
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all ſerious reflections too: and one may ventu. 
re to ſay; that gaming and extravagance, to the 
utter ruin of the greateſt eſtates, minds diſſipat. 
ed with diverſions, and heads giddy with a per. 
petual rotation of them, arè the moſtq;eneral cha- 
racters to be met with; and though one would 
expect, that at leaſt the more ſolemn ſeaſons” of 
the year, ſet apart for the contemplation of 


Chriſtꝰs ſufferings, ſhould give ſome check and 


interruption to them, yet what appearance is the- 
re ever amongſt us, that it is ſo What. one al- 


teration: does it make in the courſe of things? 


Is not the doctrine of mortification inſulted by 
the ſume luxury of entertainments at our tables? 
is not the ſame order of diverſions-perpetual- 
Iy returning, and ſcarce any thing elſe thought 
of ꝰ does not the fame levity in dreſs; as well 
as diſcourſe, ſhew itſelf in perſons of all ages? 
I ſay of all ages, fort is no ſmall aggravation of 


the corruption of our morals, that age, Which 


by its authority was once able to frown: youth 
within bounds, ſeems but too often to lead the 
Way, — and by their unſeaſonable example give 


d countenanee to follies and weaknefs; wich 


youth is but too apt to run into without ſuch a 
recommendation. Surely age, which is but 
one remove from death, ſhould have nothing 
about it; but What looks like a decent ꝓrepara- 


ED 


5100! * but 


| 
| 
] 
: 
t 


1 371 1 7 

but now grey hairs themſelves ſearce ever ap. 
pear; but in the high mode and flanting garb: of 
youth, — with - heads as full of pleaſure, and 
cloaths as ridiculouſly, and as much in the faſhion; 
as the perſon. Who wears: them is uſually grown 
out of it: upon which article give me leave to 
make a ſhort reflection; which is this, that When: 
ever. the eldeſt equal the youngeſt-in the vanity: 

of their dreſs, there is no reaſon to be given for 

it, but that they equal them, if not ſurpaſs them, 

in the vanity of their deſires··· - 

But this hy the by. Mitt roger _ a hg 

the main intention of this diſcourſe, — which is 

not framed to, flatter our follies, „or touch them 

with a light hand, but plainly, to point; them ont; 
that by recalling to your mind, what manner of 

perſons We really are, I might better lead you 

to the apoſtle's inference, of what. manner of 

perſons ye ought to be, in all holy converſation 

and godlineſs ? looking for, and 3 * 

the coming of the day of God. 

\ The apoſtle, in the concluding verſe of this 
ae. ati. that they who look for ſuch 
things be diligent, that they be found of him in 
peace, without ſpot, and blameleſs >— and one 
may conclude with him, that if the hopes or 
fears, either the reaſon or the paſſions of men are 
to be wrought upon at all, it muſt; be from the 
force and influence of this awakening conſidera- 
tion in the text: ( That all theſe things "_ be 
1 v. 
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muſt change, that we who now: tread the ſtage, 
muſt ſhortly be ſammibned away chat we are 
creatares but of u day, haſtening unto the place 
from whende we ſhall' return no more — that 
whiltweare here, our condutt and behaviour 
is minutely obferved;— that there is a Being 
abet our paths and about dur beds, whoſe 
omniſcient eye ſpies out all our ways, and takes 
« faithful record of all the paſſages of our lives; 
that theſe volumes ſhall be produced and open. 
ed, and men ſhall be judged out of the things 
that are written in them; that without reſpect 
of perſons; we fhall be made aceountable for our 
thoughts, our words and actions to this greateſt 
and beſt of Beings, before Whoſe judgment. ſeat 
we muſt finally appear; and receive the things 
done in the body, whether ee. or 
323 bad.... i ode . 2141. - 
That to add t the terror et e day of 
the Lord will come upon us like a thief in the 
night; — of that hour nooneknoweth p— that we 
ire not ſure of its deing ſaſpended one day or 
e bours or, har is the ſame caſe, chat we 
are tanding upon che edge of a precipice, with 
nothing but the ſingle thread of human life to 
Hold us up; und hat I We fall unprepared in | 
this thoughtleſs ate f we ure loſt, and muſt pe- WY | 
| riſh for -evermore. Axa 281 000 MIT MI OE DO9 
What manner of perſons we ought to be, upon 
cheſe prinriples of our religion; Sti Peter bas 
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told us, in all holy converſation and godlineſs; 
— and I ſhall only remind, how different a fra- 
me of mind, che looking BY and haſtening un- 
to the coming of God, under ſuch a life, is, from 
that of demiing ohr duysän banity, and our years 
in pleaſure, 
Give me leave, therefore, ts conchde-in that 
merciful warning, whieh our Saviour, the judge 
himſelf, hath 1425 us, at the go of the ſame 
txhortation— . 
Take heed to yourſelves; leſt at any time 


your hearts be 'over- charged with ſurfeiting, 
and drunkenneſs, and the cates'of this; and 
ſo that day come upon you unawares; for as 
2 ſnare ſhall it come upon all that dwell on the 

face of the whale earth. Watch therefore; and 2 
pray always, that ye may be.accounted worthy 1 
to eſcape all: theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, 
and to ſtand before the Son of man. Which may 
God of his merey grant, through Jeſus Chriſt. 
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And * e * it , be n unto he people, 

Je men of Iſrael, hy marvel ye at this? or why 
= © look ge ſo earpeſtly. 0 on at, as. though by our own 
. or boline[s we bad made this man to walk 2 


LES. 
: 


* 
— 


17 410 "=; 


ESE 3 as — tells us, were 
— Peter, on the occaſion of his 
miraculous cure of the lame man, Who was 
laid at the gate of the temple, and, in the begin. 
ning of this chapter, had aſked an alms of St. 
Peter and St. John, as they went up together at 
the hour of prayer — on whom St. Peter faſten. 
ing his eyes, as in the 4th verſe, and declaring WW , 
he had no ſuch relief to give him as he expected, 
having neither ſilver nor gold, — but that ſuch as 
he had, the benefit of that divine power which 
he had received from his Maſter, he would im- 
part to him, — he commands him forthwith, in 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, to riſe up 
and walk. — And he took him by the hand and 
lifted him up, and immediately his feet and an- 
cle- bones received ſtrength; and he leaped up, 
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ſtood and walked, and entered with them into 
the temple, leaping and praifing/God. —— , » 
It ſeems he had been born lame, had paſſed 
a whole life of deſpair, without hopes of ever 
being reftored ;— fo that the immediate ſenſe of 
ſtrength and activity communicated to him at on- 
ce, in ſo ſurpriſing and unſought- for a manner, 
caſt him into the tranſport of mind natural to a 
man ſo benefided beyond his expectation. 
So that the amazing inſtance of a ſupernatural 
power the notoriety of fact, wrought at the 
hour of prayer ;— the unexceptionableneſs of the 

object. that it was no ĩmpoſture, for they 
wi knew that it was he which fat for alms at the 
ere Beautiful gate of the temple;— the unfeigned 
his expreſſions of an enraptured heart almoſt beſide 
itſelf,” confirming the whole; the man that was 
healed, in the roth verſe,” holding his benefac- 
tors, Peter and John, entering into the temple- 
with them, walking and leaping, and praiſing 
God; — the great concourſe of people, drawn to- 
gether by this event, in the rrth verſe, for they 
all ran unto them, into the porch that was cal- 
led Solomon's, greatly wondering. Sure never 
was ſuch a fair opportunity for an ambitious mind 
to have eſtabliſhed a character of ſuperior good- 
neſs and power. To a man ſet upon this world, 
who ſought his own praiſe and honour, what an 
invitation would it have been to have turned the- 
ſe circumſtances to ſuch a purpoſe j to have fal- 
len in wich the paſſions of an aſtoniſhed and gra- 

10 teful 
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dete ſul city; ptepoſſeſſed, from what had happen. 
ed, io ſtrongly in his favour already, that lit; 
| ue art or management Was requiſite to have im- 
proved their wonder and good opinion into the 
bigleſt reverence of his ſanctity, awe of his per- 
ſon; or whatever other belief ſhould: be neceffa- 
ry to ſeed his pride, or ſerve ſecret ends of glo- 
ry and intereſt . A mind not ſufficiently morti- 
fed to the world, might have been tempted he- 
fe: to have taken the honour due to: God and 
transferred it to himſelf. He might . not ſo— a 
diſciple of Chriſt: for when Peter ſaw jit — 
when he ſaw the propenſity: in them to be miſled 
on this occaſion, he auſwered and ſaid:unto the 
people, in the words of the text Ve men of 
Iſrdel; why marvel ye at this? or why lock you 
a earneſthy on us, as though by our on po- 
wer and holineſs we had made this man to walk ? 
che God of Abraham, and of Iſaae, and of 
Jacob, db Godot nt keg; beth — wa 
fon Jeſas—— „munen whos Bit» | 
„Obe and bteſſed 5 > 8 
How would thy meek and — Hpieit ſa- 
tisfy itſelf in uttering ſo humble and ſo juſt a de- 
clatation?— What an honeſt triumph wouldſt 
thou taſte the ſweets of in thus conquering thy 
paſſion of vain glory, keeping down thy pri- 
de, diſclaiming the praifes which ſhould have 
fed it, by telling the wondering ſpectators, It 
was not thy own power, — it was not thy own 
hora — n 
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ol lie paſſions and inſirmities; but that it v 
the power of the God — 
of thy dear Lord, whom they orueiſied, . operat- 
be A TR —ů Who waſt but an in- 
firument in his hands. If thus honeſtly declin- 
ing honour, » which the occaſion! ſo,amply invi 
ed thee to take if this would.givei more. — 
faction to a mind like thine, than the loudeſt 
ſes of a miſtaken. people, what OTIS 
be added to it from the reflection that in 
inſtance of felf-denial— thou hadſt — 
well, — but, what Was ſtill a more endearing 
thought, that thou: hadſt been. able: t copy: the 
example of, thy divine Maſter, who, in no ac- 
tion of his liſe, ſought ever his own praiſe, but 
on the contrary, deelined all eee | 
of it and in the only public inſtance of bi 
nour-which he ſuffered to be given him in his en- 
— into Jeruſalem, thou didſt remember. 
was accepted with ſuch a mixture of humility 
exa8ly- ſylfilled in the boſannas of-the multitude, 
than in the meekneſs where with he received them, 
22 ſitting upon an aſs. How could a 
22 fall of proſiting by the example of ſo 
ny a maſter, Whoſe whole courſe of life 
J | fi: pyrthenio eſtate: bs this virtue, and, in 
| —— ſhewed plainly he came not 
2 the pride and glories of liſe, or gratify 
earnal expectation of ambitious; followers; 
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„* a ſlave and a malefactor 
ſuffering himſelf to be; lecdtolike a: lamb to the 
flaughter, — dragged to Calvary withonti oppoſi- 
tioh or complaint, and as a ſheep: before his ſhea- 
ter is dumb opening: not is mouth ··— 
O bleſſed Jeſus ! rell might a diſciple- of thine 
learn of thee to be meek and lawly of heart a 
thou exhortedſt them all, for thou waſt meek and 
Jowly:— well might they proſit h hen ſuch' a 
teflon Was ſeconded by ſuch an example k——- 
It is nat to be doubted what force this muſt have 
had on the actions of thoſe who were attendants 
and conſtant follo wert of uur Saviour on earth 
—ſaw the meeknets of his temper in the oEtur- 
rences of his life, and the amazing proof of at:at 
his death, Who, though he was able to- call 
down degions of angels to his reſcue, or bx 
ſingle act of omnipotence to- have. deſtroyed his 
enemies; yet ſuppreſſed his almighty power); 
neither reſented . or revenged the indignity do- 
ne him, but patiently ſufferet himſelf tobe num- 
bered with the tranſgreſſors. - Wiles! oor 
At could not well be:otherwiſfe,-but that eve. 
ry. eye · witneſs of this muſt have been wrought 
upon, in ſome degree, as the apoſtle, tolet the 
ſame mind he in him which alſo was ib Chriſt Je. 
ſus. Not will. it be diſputed hom much of the 
hongur of St. Peter's behaviaur: in the prefenttranſ- 
action might he wing to the ãmpreſſions he re: 
ceiyed, on that memorable ooeaſion of his Lord's 
ꝙ6—— ea - 
CARTE 2 re- 
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remembrance: of the many ' inſtances: his maſter 
had given of: this engaging virtue in the courſe 
dfihividifencanes met eee oo, eee 
St. Beter certainly was of a warm and ſenſible 
nature, as We may collect from the ſacred wri- 
tirigs ;—a temper fitteſt to receive all the advan. 
tages which ſuch impreſſions could give 
und therefbre, us it is a day and place ſacred te 
this great apoſtle it may not be unacceptable, 
+f+enghge the remainder of your time,; in aſhort 
effny upon his character. prineipally as it relates 
to this particular diſpoſition of heart, which is 
the ſuhject of the uiſcourſe: wn wt, hn 
tues and qualifieations, as ſeem'd to have recom- 
. 
or knowledge. . 
On his firſt admiſſtiom to our Saviour's acquain- 

tance, he gave a moſt evident teſtimony that he 
ung a man öf real and tender goodneſs, when 
being awakened by the miraculous draught of the 
ſiſnes, us We. road in the flfth of Sti Luke, and 
knowing the author muſt necelarily be from God, 
he fell dow inſtantly at his feet broke out 
into this humble and pious reflection Depart 
from me, for Tam a ſinful man, O Lord 
Theicenfarg , your will ſuy; expreſſes him a fin- 
ful man . but ſo to cenfure himſelf, with ſuch 
unaffe cod modeſty, implies more effectually than 
6 Was not in tlie 
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good man, Who, like the-publican in the tem- 
ple, was no leſs juſtiſied, for a ſelf-accuſation ex- 
jealous of its own imperfections. And though 
the words, depart from me, carry in them the 
face of fear, yet he who heard them and 
knew the heart of the ſpeaker, found they car- 
ried in them a greater meaſure of deſire. For 
Peter was not willing to be diſcharged from his 
new. gueſt, but fearing his unfitne(s to accompa; 
ny him, longed to he made more Worthy of his 
converſation.— A meek and modeſt. diſtruſt ol 
himſelf; ſeemed ty have had no/ſmall ſhare, at 
that time, in his natural temper and * rc hg 
and though it would be greatly, improved, and 
no doubt much better principled by the, adyanta- 
ges on Which I enlarged. above, in his commerce 
and obſervation with his Lord. and maſter, yet 
it appears to haye been an eariꝶ and diſtipguiſhing 
part of his character.. An inſtange of this, though 
little in itſelf, and. omitted hy the other evange- 
liſts, is preſeryed by; St, John, in his account of 
our Saviour's girding himſelf with a.napkip,” and 
waſhing the diſciples. feet; to which office, not 
one of them is repreſented as making any. oppa · 
ſition : But when he came to Simon Peter,. 
the Evangeliſt tells, Peter ſaid to him, Doſt 
Thou-waſh my feet? Jeſus faid unte him, What 
Ldo, thou knoweſt not now, but ſhalt knows 
W ſaid to — e 
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vet "waſh" my feet. Humifity för a moment 
tHtimphedover his fubmiion , ward he Ex poſtu- 
lates Wick kum upôn it, nh lr che earneſt hd 
tender oppöfttion SHI Al nükt ü h0 Wbewiele 
Bear; conformded with fame, that his Lord 
And Hiker Inö ta ieifte tb de 40 ien and painful 
nc f fer vithde to him. Z... 
„ Would fboner oooh fügmete ef W may's 
9 — his behaviour on ſuch little oceur: 
"of lifes theſe than from the more weigh. 
Important actions, Where a man is more 
e hits Pere hz ore preparation to dif. 
guiſe tlie trite UſPofition of his Heart and mo- 
re tempkation when" ailguiled to poſe" it en 

others Ats Nr inthe nt ttt, i 18. 
This management was ne part of Peter's "oY 
racter, who Z With all the real and unaffected 
— — Was poſleſſed of ſueh 
quick ſenſiblity and promptneſd of nature, which 
utterly unlitted him for ärt and premeditation 3— 
though this particular caſt of temper had its "ai 
advattages, at the fame time, as it led him to 
an atireſerred diſcovery. of this opinions and pre- 
judices of his heart, which He Was wWont t6 de- 
clare, an@ ſometimes info open und thgnarded a 
marmer, as Expoſed him to the farpnefs of a re. 
buke Where he ebüld lenſt bear it: 
I take notice of this, becauſt it will help us 
in (ine Wafer eb tecöneile a ee ming cbntradic- 
tion in Kis Charücter, Which Will naturally occur 
bebe dea cbt hard n bret Wd wap fen Fils 
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* life, When by a preſmaptuous deela/ 
ration oi. his o fortitude; lie fell into the diſ 
graot of denying his Lord; in both of which he 
aste ſo oppoſſte to the character here given, that 
oh will afk, How could, fo humble a man as 
vou deſeribe eyer have been guilty of ſo-ſelf-ſuf- 
Aeient and unguarded a vaunt, ag that, though. 
he ſhould die with his Maſter, — yet would he 
not deny him? Or Whence, — that ſo: ſincere 
and honeſt a man Was. 10 better e to l 
It —; ton, dutch „ S313, So £7 
Ihe caſe. — "OE. "— iel gi 
Out Lord, befareę he was: 8 had hes 
occaſion to admoniſh his diſciples: of the peril, of 
lapſing, telling them, Zrſt verſe All ye ſhall 
be offended becauſe;of me this night. To Which 
peter anſwering, with a zeal mi diith too much 
gonſidence, That though all ſnould be offendedq 
yet will Laeuer baaffended a to dheck this truſt 
in himſelf . our Saviour replies, that he in par- 
ticular ſhould: deny him hrice. But: Peter look, 
ing upon this monition no farther than as it im- 
pliedoa reproach. to his ſuith, ande his love, aud 
his · courage g ſtung to the heartuto; have, them 
called; in / queſtion by his Lord . he haſtily ſum. 
mons them all. up to form his final xeſolution, 
Though I ſhould die with: thee; yet will I not de: 
ny-thee-— The reſolye Was noble and dptifal. to 
the laſt degree and} make no daubtias honeſt 
a bn that is, both as. juſt inthe matter, and 
as. ſincete in the intention. as ever. was madegby- 
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any of rankind;— his character not ſuffeting us 
to imagine he made it in a braving diſſimulation: 
= no; for he proved himſelf ſufficiently in ear- 
neſt by his ſubſequent behaviour in the garden, 
when he drew his ſwovd againſt a whole band of 
men, and thereby made it appear, that he had 
leſs concern for his own life, than he had for his 
maſter's ſafety. = How: thee came his reſolution 


to miſcarry?— The reaſon ſeems purely this — 


Peter grounded the execution of it upon too much 
confidence in himſelf,— doubted not but his will 
was in his power, whether God's grace aſſiſted 
kim or not; — ſurely thinking, that what he had 
courage to reſolve ſo honeſtly; he had like wiſe 
ability to perform. This was bis miſtake, — and 
though it was a very great one yet was in ſo- 
me degree akin to a virtue, as it ſprung mere- 
ly from a conſeiouſneſs of his integrity and truth, 
and too adventutous a concluſion af what they 
would enable him to perform, on the ſharpeſt en- 
counters for his Maſter's. ſake: ſo that his fuil- 
ing in this point, was but a confequence of this 
haſty and illoonſidered reſolve and his Lord to 
rebuke and puniſh him for it, did no other than leave 
him to his own ſtrength to perform it: which, in 
effect, was almoſt the ſame as leaving him to the 
neceſſity of not performing it at all. The great 
apoſtle had not conſidered, that he who precau- 
tioned him was the ſeareher of hearts , and 
heeded not that any ſhould teſtify of man, for he 
Kio whey was in man be did not remember, 
g 4 that 
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that his Lord had ſaid before Without me ye 
can do nothing; that the execution of all our 
faculties were under the-power- of his will he 
had forgot the knowledge of this needful truth, 
on this one unhappy juncture, where he had ſo 
great a temptation to the contrary, though he 
was full of the perſuaſion in every other tranſac 
tion of his life, but moſtvifibly here inthetent, 
— where he breaks forth in the warm language 
of a heart ſtill overflowing with remembrance of 
this very miſtake he had once committed; Ve 
men of Ifrael, why marvel ye at this? as though 
by our on power and holineſs' we had wfought 
thigg The God of Abraham, of Iſaae, and of 
Jacob, the God of our fathers, through faith 
in * — * _ emen | 
ſee and know, — neg. 

This is the aer 15 am Wanted to 
this. objection againſt the uniformity of the apoſt 
le's character which I have given: upon which 
let it be added, that Was no ſuch apology ea 
pable of being made in its behalf that the truth 
and regularity of a character ãs not, in juſtice to 
be looked upon as broken, from any one ſingle 
act or omiſſion which may ſeem a contradittion 
to it the beſt: of men appear ſometimes to be 
Arange compounds of eontradictory qualities: and 
were the accidental overſights and folly of the 
wiſeſt man ,— the failings and imperfections of a 
religious man, — the haſty acts and paſſionate 
won of a meek manz— were they to riſe up, in 

| jugd- 
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ge be ſuffered to mark its bis mn has 
been done amiſs, hat character 
tionable as to be able to ſtand before him 
So that,; with the · candid allowances which the 
infirmüties of a man may? olaim when be falls, 
through fſurprize more than a premeditation — 
one may venture upon the whole tõ ſum up Pe- 
ters churatter in a fe words. He Was à man 
ſenſible in his nature, of quick paſſions; tem- 
pered with the greateſt humility and moſt unaf. 
fetcted poverty of ſpirit that ever met in ſuch a 
character So that in the only criminal inſtance 
of his life, which Fhave ſpoke to, you areggt a 
16 Which to admire moſt; the tenderneſs und 
Ferfibility, of his ſoul; in being wrought upon to 
repentance by a look from Jeſus— or the uncom- 
mon humility of it, which he teſtified thereupon, 
Au the bitterneſs of his/ſorrow: for what he had 
done. He was: once preſumptuous in truſting 
0 bis dn ſtrength; his general and true cha- 
rater was that of the moſt engaging meekneſs, 
— diſtruſtful of himſelf and his abilities to. the 
Lat degree. 3 
He denied his maſter But in all inſtances of 
his life, but that, was a man of the gexateſt | 
truth and ſincerity; to which part᷑ of 4 
ructer otir Saviour has given an undeniable testi. 
mony j in conferring on him the cymbolical na- 
mhetof Cephas, a rock, a name - the moſt expreſ- 
ive of conſtancy and firmneſs i: 
Han He 
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ati of nolefs zenł fob his religion) of whighy 
from among many, I fniall take one inſtance out 
of St. John; with which I ſhall conelude this ac 
eount;'=—Where;' upon the deſęrtion of ſeveral 
other diſciples, our Sabidur puts the. queſtion 
to the twelve, Will ye alſo go a-wy? 
Then; fays the text, Peter anſwered and ſaidi 
Lordy whither fhall we go? Thou haſt the 
words” of eternal life Land we believe and 
know that thou art Chriſt the ſon of Ged.. 
Now, if we look into the goſpel, we. find 
wat our Saviour 6 — on 24 
feen M Tins e orig rt © ende b 
Bleſſed r Gu Simen-Bersobs, des lem 
and blood hath) not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Futher which is in heaveni— That our S 
viour had the Words of eternal life;-— Peter was 
able to deduce from principles of natural reaſon; 
becauſe reaſon Was able to judge from the inten 
nal marks of his doctrine, that it was worthy 
God,” and accommodated properly to advince 
human natüre and human bappinefs. But for abl 
this. reaſon could not infallibly determine that 
the meſſenger of this doctrine was the Meſſias, 
the eternal ſon of the living God: to know this 


required an illumination; nnd this. illumination, 


I ſay,” ſeems to have been vbuchſafed at that in- 
ſtant as a reward as would have been ſuffi- 
cient evidence by itfelf of the diſpoſition of his 
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F have no finiſhed: this ſhort efſay-ypowthe 
character of St; Peter, not with a loud panegy- 
rie upon the power of his keys, or a ranting en- 
comĩum upon fome monaſtic qualifirations, with 
Whick a popiſh pulpit would ring upon ſuch an 
ocenſion, without doing much honour to the 
ſaint q or good to the audience; — but have drawn 
it wit truth and ſobriety, repreſenting it as it 
was, as conſiſting of virtues the moſt worthy of 
imitation, and grounded, not upon apocryphal 
accounts and legendary inventions, the wardro- 
be from whence popery dreſſes out her ſaints. on 
theſe days, but upon matters of fact in the ſa- 
cred Scriptures, in which all chriſtians agree. — 
And ſince I have mentioned Popery, I cannot 
better conclude: than by obſerving, how ill the 
ſpirit and character of that church refembles that 
particular part of St. Peter's which has been ma- 
de the ſubject of this diſeourſe. Would one 
think that a church, which thruſts itſelf under 
this apoſtle's -patranage,, and claims her power 
under him, would preſume to exceed the degrees 
bf it which he acknowledged to poſſeſs himſelf. 
But how ill are your expectations anſwered, 
when inſtead of the humble declaration in the 
text,. Ve men of Iſrael, marvel not at us, as 
wou hear a language and behaviour from 
the Romiſh court, as oppoſite to it as inſolent 
Words and actions can frame— 
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So that: inſtead of, Vemen of Tirael; - marvel 
not at us, + Yemen of Iſrael, do marvel at us 
hold us in admiration>««Approach our facred 
pontiff;u—"who- is not only holy but holineſs 
atfelf, -dpproach his perſon with reverence, and 
deem it the greateſt honour and happineſs of 
your lives to fall down before his — and be 
admitted to kiſs his feet 

Think ndt, as if it were not our own holineſs 
which merits all the homage you can pay us,— 
It rs our aw bolineſt, the ſuherabundanxe of 
it, of which, having more than we know what 
to do with — ,— from works of ſapere- 
rogation, we have transferred the ſurplus in ec- 
eleſiaſtic ware- houſes, and in pure zeal for the 
good of your ſouls, have eftabliſhed- public 
banks of merit, ready to be rec re = * 
times. n 

Thidk not, ye men of Iſrael, AS Bains. 
ſelves that we are unprofitable ſervants ;—that 
we have no good works to ſpare, of that if we 
had, — we cannot make this uſe of them — that 
we have no power to-circulat#our indulgencies, 
and huckſter them out, as weido, through 
all the parts of Chriſtendom. Know ye by the- 
ſe preſents, that it is our own power which does 
this; the plenitude of our apoſtolick power 
operating with our own holineſs that enables us 
to bind andi looſe, as ſeems meet to us on earthy; 
to ſave your ſouls or deliver them up to Sa- 
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whole kingdoms at once, ot cetcommunicate 
them ällz binding kings in chains, - and your 
eee eee reti a u 
That we may never again ſeel he- effects of 
— and principles, may God af his 
1 Amn enn eee i cows 
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ties are increaſed over our 2 and « our treſpaſs 


ani gem ug unto che Hhaavent. - Since, the days of 
gur. fathers 1 we been in @ great treſpaſs unt 
td day | 9010 UW AMY bad dn Deg -> 
N * Pr aid! 2301 Jenin BN os * 
4 HERE is not, I believe, knaugbout, all 
thiftory;, an inſtance of ſo ſtrange and obſtinately 
orrupt a people, as the Jews, of whom Ezra 
complains; . for thaugh, on one hand there 
"never Was a people that received ſo Many teſti⸗ 
monies of God's favour to encourage them to be 
good, fo, on the other hand, there nevet was 
a people which. ſo often felt the ſeourge of their 
Ainiquities to —-» „ 
Sion 
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Arnd yet neither the! dne or the other ſeem'd 
ever able to make them either the wiſer or bet: 
ter; neither God's bleſſings, nor his correes 
tions could ever ſoften them they ſtill conti 
nued a thankleſs, unthinking people, - who 
profited by no leſſons" neither were to be Won 
with mereies, nor terriſied with puniſhments, 
but on every ſucceeding trials and occaſions, ex- 
tremely diſpoſed n _—_ to ä 
ne io 199 bed! * S312 40101 

In the words 2 aft us ciechette heart 
eb with ſorrow, upon his reflection of 
this unworthy part of their ciaracter; — and the 
manner of his application to God, is ſo expreſſi- 
ve of his humble ſenſe of it. and there is ſome. 
thing in the words ſo full of tenderneſs and: ſha- 
me for them upon that ſcore, as beſpeaks the 
moſt paternal, as well as paſtoral concern for 
them. And he ſaid O my God, Lam aſham- 
ed, and bluſh to liſt up my face to thee, my 
God. No doubt, the holy man Was confound- 
ed to look back upon that long ſeries of ſo ma- 
ny of God's undeſerved mercies to them, of Which 
they had made ſo bad and ungrateful a uſe . he 
conſidered, that they had all the motives that 
could lay reſtraints either upon a conſiderate or 
a reaſonable people; that God had not only 
created, upheld, and favoured them with all 
advantages in common with the reſt of their ſel- 
low creatures, but had been particularly kind 
wp . they were. in 2 
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bondage, inthe: moſt} hopeleſs condition, he 
their afflictions, and by a chain of great and 
mighty deliverances; had ſet them free from 
che yoke of oppreſſion. The prophet, no doubt, 
reflected at the ſame time, that beſides this in- 
ſtauce of God's goodnels in firſt favouring their 
miraculous eſcape ; a feries of ſucceſſes not to 
be-accounted for from ſecond cauſes, and the na- 
tural courſe of events, had crowned' their heads 
in ſo remarkable à manner, as to afford an 'evi- 
dent proof, not only of God's general concern, 
but of his particular providence and attachment 
to them above all people: in the wilderneſs he 
ted them like ſheep, and kept them as the apple 
of his eye; he ſuffered no man to do them 
vrong, but reproved even kings for their ke; 
— that when they entered into the promiſed land, 
no force was able to ſtand before them; — when 
in poſſeſſion, no army was ever able to drive 
chem out; that nations greater and mightier 
than they, were thruſt forth from before them; 
— that, in a word, all nature for a time was 
driven backwards by the hands of God, to ſer- 
ve them, and that even the ſun itſe}f had ſtood 
ſtill in the midſt of heaven, to ſecure their victo- 
ries; that when all theſe mercies were caſt 
away upon them and no principle of gratitu- 
de or intereſt could make them an obedient peo- 
ple, God had tried by misfortunes to bring 
1 inſtructions, warnings, 


invita- 
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e miracles, prophets and holy guides 
had no effect. he at laſt ſuffered them to reap 
the wages of their folly, by letting them fall 
again into the ſame ſtate of bondage in Babylon, 
from hence he had firſt raiſed them. Here it 
is} that»Bzra pours out his confeſſion. It was 
no ſmall aggravation to Ezra's concern, to ſind 
that even this laſt trial had no good effect upon 
their. condutt; that all the alternatives. of pre- 
miſes and threats, comforts and afflictions, in. 
ſtead of making them grow the better, made 
them apparently grow the worſe:— how could 
he intercede for them, but with ſhame and ſor- 
rowiʒ and ſays, as in the text; O my Gad, 
Lam aſhamed and bluſh to liſt up my face tothea, 
— for our, iniquitiesare increaſed or our heads, 
and our treſpaſs is grown up unto the hea- 
vens ; ſince the days. of our fathers have we 
been in a great treſpaſs unto this day··— 
Thus much for the. prophet's humble confeſ. 
onto God for the Jews, for which be had but 
too juſt a foundation given by them and. 1 
know- not how I can make a better uſe of the 
words, as the ioocaſion of the day led me to the 
choice of them than by a ſerious application 
of the ſame iſad- confeilion, in regatd to ourſel- 
hegaan 11202 NG 10.-—— 2%} ned 10.20d: 
Our fathets; like thoſe: of the, Jews in E2ra's | 
time — no doubt have done amiſs, und greatly | 
provoked God by their viglence but if our 
own, iniquities, clike-theirs, - are- increaſed- over 
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dur heads; if ſince the days:of.qur fathers we 
have been in great treſpaſs ourſelves unto this 
tay ,—'tis;fit this day We ſhould be put in mind 
of itz not can the time and occaſion be better 
empldy'd, than in hearing with patience the re- 
proofs F e ll wo; ee: gl- 
Ne —— Karosse Gele n iin 1 01 
Halt eden ani is 3 
which; had//ever-ſo many extraordinary. reaſons 
and ſupernatural motives to become thankful and 
virtuous as the Jews had et, at the ſame ti- 
me; there is no one which has not ſufficient, and 
ſetting aſide at preſent the conſideration of a fu- 
ture ſtate us a reward for being ſo . there: is no 
nation under heaven, which, beſides the daily 
bleſſings of God's providence to them, but have 
received dufficient bleſſings and mercies at the 
hands of God. to engage their beſt ſervices, and 
the warmeſt returns of gratitude they can pay: 
chere has been a time, may be, When they 
dave been delivered; from ſame grievous calami- 
ty from the rage of pęſtilence or famine, —— 
ſrom the edge and fury of the ſ word fromthe 
fate and fall of kingdoms) round them; they 
may have been preſeryed by--pravaderitial, diſco- 
veries, aud Rota, and. deſigus againſt the well. 
being of their ſtates, ox by critical turns and 
revolutions in, their favour chen beginning to 
ſink zr bydome ſignali interpoſition of God's ꝓro- 
vidence they may; have reſeued: their liherties, 
and all eee ee rom the Jaws 
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e — may have preſerved their 
religion pure and uncorrupted, when all other» 
comforts faibhd them ð 
If other oduntries have reaſon to be thankful 
to God for any one of theſe mercies, much mo- 
re has this of ours, which at one time or other 
hath received them all; inſomuch that our hi. 
ſtory, for this laſt century, has ſcaree been any 
thing elſe but the hiſtory of our deliverances, 
and God's bleſſings and theſe in ſo compli- 
cated a chain, and with ſo little ĩnterruption, 
as to be ſcarce ever vouchſafed to any natiom or 
language beſides . except the Jews; and with 
regard to them though inferior in the ſtupendons 
manner of their working yet no way ſon 
the extenſive gobodneſs of their effects, and the 
infinite benevelenee which muſt have wrought 
them for us. Here then let us ſtop and look 
back a moment, and enquire, as in the caſe ot 
the Jews; hat great effects all this has had 
upon our lives and how far worthy We have 
lived of what: we have received 
Aſtranger, when he heard that this iſſand 
had been ſo favdured by beaven . ſo happy in 
our laws and religion, ſo flouriſhing in bur 
trade ſo blefſed- in our ſſtuation and natural 
product. and in all of them ſa aſtn . ſo viſi 
bly protected hy providence;>+/wyoutd conclude, 
dur gratitude and morals hiad kept pace with our 
bleſſingsp— and he would ſay,; s we are che 
PPP 
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moſ;virtuous and religious people upon th ne 
ode earthet 7 Lo3gurion ny D ννεε Oigtlor 
Would to God! — ae bp on 
to inaline one to ſo charitable a belief: for 
without running into any common- place declama- 
tion upon the wickedneſs of the age, e may 
ſay within the baunds of truth, that We have 
proſited in this reſpect as little as it as poſſible 
for the Jews .. thet there is ns little virtue 
alich as little ſenſe of religion, at leaſt as little of 
the appearance of it; as can be ſuppcied to exiſt 
ata all. ima country here it is countenanced by 
the tate. Our forefathers, hate ver greater 
degtees af real virtue they were paſſeſſed of j-—+ 
Gd; who ſearcheth the heart beſt knows; 
but this is certain; in their days tlie had at 
lenſt / the form of godlineſs and paid this 
compliment©to religion, as to Wear at leaſt; the 
appearance and aut wird garb af it The pu- 
blid ſervice of God was better frequented and 
ima devout g as well as regular manner there 
was no- open profaneneſs in our ſtreets to put 
pietyita the hluſh, or ddmeſtio ridicule, tu make 
her uneaſy, and foree her to withdraw. 
zu Religion, thnügh treated With freedom, was 
——— —u—4̃ 1/6/00 


and good —— up 1 551. fami- 
lies; and, in à word, n greaber ſtrictneſs and 
fobriety -of manners maintained throughout 
er 
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ſv that vice), however ſeeretly it might be 
tiſed;— Was aſhamed to wo nfer — A 


But all this has inſenſibly been borne —— 
ever finte the days of our fbrefuthers treſpiſs = 
when, to aVbid one extreme; we began to rütr 
into dhotherz—- 10 thay inſf6k4 of any great'reli- 
gion amongſt us, you ſee woufänds who are 
tited even of the form of it, and Who have at 
length chrd un che mail er wand, as an uſe- 
leſs incumbrance. 
But thts Beebüubell, he Woiils" 27 ; "Tray 
be chiefly owing to a long cotrſe of pro 
which is apt te corrupt mens minds. — Gol His 
firice this tried Fon withaffliions;—Lyon'have 
been viſited with a long and 6xpetiſive war 
God has ſent, moreover; a peſtilence ambngſt 
your cattle, which has cut off the ſtock fromthe 
fold. and left no herd in the ſtalls. Sure. 
y hell Hy- Atwo ſuch” terfible feourges mut 
have gs —— weft un. 
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would 4157 ſhould 3 de the fidtural ue and 
improvement from ſuch calamities; for we 
often find that numbers who,” in proſperity, ſeem 
to forget God, do yet remember him in the day 
of trouble and diſtreſs. Vet confider this natio- 
— fee no ſuch effect from it in fact, as 

Ne : E 3 one 
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one would be. led to expect from the ſpecula. 
tion: for inſtance. with all the devaſta. 
tion, bloodſhed, and expence Which the war 
has occaſioned, how many converts has it 
made to frugality . to virtue, or even to ſe. 
riouſneſs itſelf ?— The peſtilence amongſt our 
cattle . though it has diſtreſſed and utterly 
undone ſo; man thouſands, yet What one viſi- 
ble alteration has it Ae in es. af dar li- 
ves — . & 

„And though one n that. * ne- 
ceſſary drains. of taxes for the one, and the 
loſs of rents and property from the other, ſhowld 
in, ſome meaſure have withdrawn the means of 
gratifying, aur paſſions, as We haye done ;—— 
yet What eder is eee, that it 
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What one faſhionable folly. or nem 
has been checked by it Is not there the ſa 
me; luxury and epicuriſmof entertainments, at our 
tables ?———do-we. not purſue with eagerneſs the 
ſame giddy round of trifling diverſions : is not 
the infection diffuſed among people of all ranks, 
and all ages ?— And even grey hairs, whoſe ſo- 
ber example and manners ought to check the ex. 
trayagant. ſallies of the thoughtleſs, gay, and 
unexperienced, too often totter under the ſa- 
me coſtly ornaments, and join the, general riot. 
Where vanity, like this, governs the heart, even 
charity will allow us to ſuppoſe, that a con- 
deem of. Mein to purſue greater 2 
ceſſes, 
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ceſles;.. is. the only, vexation of ſpirit, ——— Ia; 
truth, the obſervation falls in With the main in- 
tention of the diſcourſe, which 1s not framed. to 
flatter your, ſollies, — but plainly to poiut them 
out, and ſhew von the general corruption of 
manners, and Want of religion ;-— which all 
men ſee, and Which ve wile. TR 
man g bath bt tt. 
But the enquirer will. ids g ans. and 
fax, that though this repreſentation does not anſ- 
expectations, that undoubtedly; we muſt 
have, profited hy theſe, leſſons in other reſpects z 
chat though ye, have not approved our under 
ſtanding in the light, of God, by a _virtugus uſe 
of gur misfortunes, to true wiſdom that we 
muſt have improyed them, however, to, politi- 
cal wiſdom; — ſo that he would ſax 
the Engliſh do not appear to be A religious peo- 
ple they are at leaſt a loyal one z They ha- 
ve ſo often felt the ſcourge. o of rebellion, and ha- 
ve taſted ſo, much ſharp fruit from it, — as ta ba- 
ve ſet their teeth on edge fore yer · But, good 
God!, how Would he be aſtoniſhed to find. 
that though, we, have been ſo,often, taſt to and fro 
by our on tempeſtuous humgurs,— that We 
were not yet ſick, of the ſtorm; that though we 
ſolemnly ,.. on every returg c of this day, lament 
the guilt of our forefathers i in ſtaining their bands 
in blood, — we never once think of our princi- 
ples and practices, which tend the ſame Way: 
— Fang though the unge of. God has ſet 
12 E 4 bounds, 
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boutids; that they do not work as much mif: 
cliief.— as in days of diſtraction and deſolation. 
Title Aff kde we t6 aſcribe" the merit thereof 
to our owh Wiſdom; — o that, when'the whole 
account is ſtatedd bet wixt us; there feems no: 
thing to prevent che applicatibit'6f the words in 
the tent; that bur Thiquities" are ineteaſed 
over our heads * and our trèéſpaſs is grown” up 
unto the henven. E Since the dhe ot cur — 
have We been in a great treſpaſs unto this day;— 
and though it ia ft and becoming that we weep 
for them *tis much more fo, that We Weep 
for ourfelves, that we lament onr'own'tor- 
ruptions, A0 the little advuntages we have 
müde of” che mereies or chaſtifements of God, 


er tom Us fins ali” ptovotitions' of our 
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This he frat + we are to gather, i 
of ſuch humiliation; and unleſs it produces that 
for us, by a We kör matten of or manners," od 
by turning us from the étror bf bur ways, 
the ſervice "of this day is moré a ſenſeleſs Tale 
üpon the memories a our anceſtofs, — tha an 
honeſt deſign to profit by their kes and miſ: 
fortunes, und to betoms Wiſer and better 
from out reflections upon Mt e 99% 
Till this is done, it avails" little, though'we 
pray fervently to God not to lay their fins to our 
charges. wet we have {6 many remaining of 
our own! E Unlefs we are touched for ourſelves, 
how can we expect he ſhould heat our cry? Tt 
is 


L 6 1 
is the wicked corruption of a people which oy 


feel this is the very ſtate We are in — which 
by diſongagiug providence from taking ous part, 
Will always leave a people expoſed to the 
whole force of accidents; both from within and 
without: and however ſtateſman may diſpute 


about 9 cauſes of the growth or decay ol kin 
doms,- Dit is for this caufe, Aa matter 'of eter 05 

tuch that as virtue and religien are our only 
recommendation to God ,—that they are, bn. 
ſequently, the only true baſis of: our bappineſs 
and proſperity on earth. And however we may 
ſhelter ourſelves under diſtinctions of party. 
that a wieked man is the worſt enemy the ſtate 
has;— and for the contrary, it will always, be 
found, that a virtuous man is the beſt patriot, 
and the beſt ſubje& the king has — And though 
an individual may ſay, what will my righteopl 
neſs profit a nation of then?=—T anſwer it 
fail of a bleſſing here, which is not likely, it 
will have one advantage, Lit will ſave thy: ben 
ſoul, and give thee that peace at the laſt} Which 
this world cannot takeaway — 7 

Wiek God, of his infinite — grant us 
all. Fee N 0 91084 e N e #0 UL. 488 £2, 
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Bibi Jentince againſt an evil work 7 not Extcuted 


ſpeedily! therefore the heart of the le, of m men is 
bo "ſer in in them as a evil, — De 


24 N. 9 N 2 *t Tre. 4 14 


rt v. : 


AKE either. as 7 like 455 you get 


— by the bargain.— : FR 


Tis a terrible. character of * — wer N 
Solomon is here, accounting for, — that their 


hearts were fully ſet in them to do evil. And 


the general outcry,againſt the wickedneſs;of the 


age, in every age, from Solomon's down to this, 


ſhews but too lamentably what grounds have all 
along been given f 

The diſorder and confuſion ariſing in the af. 
fairs of the world from the wickedneſs of it, 
being ever ſuch ,—ſo evidently ſeen, ſo ſeve- 


„One rely 


a ara” 


af - 
f it, 
ſeve- 


rely 


( @ IJ 
rely felt, as naturally to induee every one whe 
was a ſpeCtator or a ſufferer, to give the melau : 
the corruptions of men's manners had not only 


exceeded the reports of former days, but the 
power almoſt of riſing above the pitch to which 
the wickedneſs of the age was arrived. How 
far they may haye been deeeived in ſuch caleula· 
tions, I ſhall not enquire; — let it ſuffice, chat 
mankind have ever been bad,» conſidering What 
motives. they have had to he better; and taking 
this for granted, inſtead of declaiming againſt it, 


let us ſee whether a diſcourſe may not be as ſer 


viceable, by endeavouring, as Solomon has hers 
done, rather to give an, account of it,, and, by 
tracing back the evils to their firſt principles, 
to direct ourſelyes to the: bros ee 32058 
them. 5 15 | g 154 
Let it vows * be e that thick 
edneſs either, of the preſent. or! paſt; times, hat- 
ever ſcandal and reproach it brings upon chriſ- 
tians ,— ought not in reaſon; to reflect diſhondur 
upon chriſtianity, which is ſo; apparently Well 
framed to make us good, that there is not a 
greater paradox in nature, than that ſo good 
a religion ſhould be no better recommended by 
its profeſſors. Though this may ſeem à para- 
dox, — tis ſtill, I ſay, no objection, though it 

has often been made uſe: of againſt chriſtianityz 
ſince, if the morals of men are not reformed, it is 
1 deſect in the revelation, but tis 
owing 


L 3 
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owing to the ſame: eatiſes which defeated all the 
uſe urid intent of reaſon, before revelation was 
given. For ſetting aſide the obligations which 
x divine law lays upon us, - whoever conſiders 
the ſtate and condition of human nature; and 
upon this view,” how much ſtronger che natural 
motives are to virtue than to vice; Would ex- 
pect to find the world mueh better thlati it is, or 
eser bas been. For Who would alppoſe the 
generality of 'mankiod to betray ſo much folly, 
a r a againſt the common intereſt of their 
on Kind, as every man does Who yieläs to the 
temptation of whit is wrong. But on the other 
ſide if men firſt look into the practice of the 
World, and there obſerve the ſtrange pre valency 
of vice; and how Willing men are tö defend as 
Well as to commit it, Loe Would think" they 
believed that all diſcourſes of virtue and honeſty 
were mere matter ef ſpeculation for men to en- 
tertain ſome idle hours eich -und f truly, 
that men ſeemed untverſilly to be agreed in 
nothing but in peking well and doing ill 
Bat / this caſts no more diſfionour upon reaſon 
that?'it does upon revelation; the truth of the 
cCuaſe being chis that no motives have been 
great enougt te reſtratn thoſe from ſin who have 
fedtetly loved it; and onlyfought pretences for 
the practice of 180 that if the light of the 
goſpel has not left à ſuffieient proviſion againſt 
the wickedneſs of the world, tlie true anſwer 
* that there can be none. Tis fufficient that 
the 
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the excelleney: of chriſtianity in doctrine and 
precepts, and its proper tendeney to make u 
virtuous as well las happy is aftong evidence 
of its divine original, —and theſe advantages: it 
his above ang! inſtitution; that ever was in the 


world: it / gives the beſt directions, the beſt 


examples the greateſt endouragements, the 
beſt helps, and the greateſt obligation tocgrati⸗ 


tude.— But as religion was not to work-upan 


men by way of foree and natural neceſſity 
but by moral perſuaſion, hieb ſets gaod and 
evil before them; —ſo that, if men have /powett 
to do evil; or chuſe the good) and will abuſe at 
this cannot be avoided. Not only religion but 
even renſon itſelf, muſt necbſſarily imply are 
dom tof chdice; and all the being in the world) 
which have it, Were ereated free to ſtund or ros 
to fall A＋and therefore men that Will not be 
wrought upon by this Way Hof addreſs, muſt ex 
pet, and be contented ta feel the ſtroke of that 
rod which is prepared fof itherbatk of.) fools}; oft 
times in this world, but uhdoubtedly in the next; 
from! the handg of à righteous/govertior,; wha 
will finally render ta every mammnceording to his 
Works weithgatle 5, nic oft 
[Becauſe this fedtence"i8 — 
ſpeedilyj istthe wiſe mat :xcemunt! of therges 
neral licentiouſueſs which prev thronghrithe 
race of mamitindy . ſo eartytas his days; und N 
may allow qt a place, amongftritho' many ether 
latal cauſes of depravation * „„ | 
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ole both dive and die without any ontward 
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ot which, I ſhall beg leaue to add to this ex- 
plication of the wiſe man's; ſubjoining a few 
8 n 32 FORO. 0h. ee 28 J go 
al 2 Job: 


"oy 8:17 O24 10) HIV} 1 rr. 


To begin Sith Kiesen acedunt in che text, 
chat becauſe ſentence againſt; an evil Work is 


not exeruted ſpeedily, therefore the hearts of 
the fons of men are A n 
evilL—— 0 g ed egit ERgJpc) vt: 
At ſeems ſomewhat hand: to ee the 
bonſsquence, why men ſhould gro more de. 
ſperately wicked; - betauſe God is merciful and 
gives themi ſpace to repent this is no Bn 
effect; nor does the wiſe: man initend to 
finuate that the goodneſs and Bbg iſuffering: of 
Gowvis the icanſs- of the wickedneſs of man, 
byiudibect efficacy to harden ſinners in their 
coutſe But the ſeope of his diſcourſe is this, 
Berauſe a vicious man efcapes at preſent, he is 
apt to draw falſe concluſions from. it and from 
the delay of God's puniſhinent in this life, either 
to conceive them at ſo remote a/ diſtance; or 
perhaps ſſo uncertain, that though he has ſome 
doubtfat imiſgivings:of the futura, yet he hopes 
| the main, that his fears are greater than his 
gor Land from-obſerving ſome of the worſt 


teſtirtigny:of Go@s wrath, —draws/from thence 
ſome flattering ground of - encouragement for 
Hindſelf;cund withithe wicked in the pfalm, ſays 
wn fs baut, Tul, M hall nenet be cal down, 
there 


rr 


[0 


there aht p bed eppes Anto me: as if It 
was.ngeellary , if God-is to putiſh at all, that 
he muſt do it preſently Which by the Way, 
would; rather ſeem. to beſpeak rage and fury of 
an ingenſed party, than che determination of 3 
wiſe. and patient judge NO reſpites 5 
; ment to another ſtate, declaring for the wälen 
reaſons, this. is not the: time'far.it, to take plage 
in,——rbub that he has appointed a day ſor it, 
wherein he will judge the World in [righteouſ- 
neſs, andi make ſueh unalterable diſtinctions be 
twixt the good and bad, s to render his fu: 
burp judgment a fall, Vindicatjon of his Juſticee— 
That mankind have ever made an, all; uſo, of 
this. ſorbesrance, is, aud I fear Will ever be, 
the caſt>—and St. Peter, in his deſeniption of 
the ſcgſſats in the. latter, day Who, he tells us; 
ſhall, walk after their .w]n laſts, -the worſt of all 
characters he. gives, the Tame -ſad ſalution-of 
what. ſhould \be,their, -ppbappy', encouragement; 
bor chat they would, Ayo Wherst i is he 
promiſe [ where. is the. threstening, or declara- 
tion of, M YEN J, ofbls coming——for 
ſince dhe father fell aflesg all things contivus s 
they were, rom tue beginning af the creation; 
that. he World goes on ain the ſame; uin. 
terrupted. courſe, , where,all.things; ta alike. tb 
all, without any .intexpoſuien. fr m aboye;r0r 
any qntyard itoken. of. divine dilpleaſurer—apdn 
this graund, , Come; ve, Rathen, as the 
88 Eee 
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«ie will fill ourſelves with ſtrbng drink, arid 
to- morrow ſhall be as eee and much 
«ioredbuodarnt?! ri E e ee Dom 
Nom if vo confider; you will flrid; that all 
this falſe Way of reaſoning doth atiſb from that 
groſs piece of ſelf flattery;,- that 9 
God to be like themſelves that is, as -cruel - 
and tevengeful as they are, and they preſently 
think, ik a fellow'creature offended! them at the 
rate chat ſinners are ſaid to offend God, and they 
had as muell power in their hands to pfflſh and 
torture them as he-has, „they would be ſure to 
but becauſe” they ſee God 
Ades it Got; therefore they conclude; chat all 

the talk of God's anger againſt vice, and his fu- 
ture pubiſhment of It.—i8 mere talk valeulated 
for the terror bf old W Omen and children. 
Thas peak they peuce / to their ſbuls, When 
there d n peaceju—forithough!afinner;) which 
the-wiſe-man adds by.] of cation uftet the 
text i for though a ſſhier de evil à hundred 
5 2 Bis days Be prelonged- upon the 
earth rt ſure I Keul, that it fall be well 
with chem that fear Gd but fall nbt be well 
with the wicked Upanwhich/in gumert, the 
pſaubtniſr , ſpeakitig in the: name 6. God, Auſes 
this remohſtrance fol bne under this futal miſtake 
Which bes'miſled thouſands theſe” thivgs thou 
didſr, and 1 kept» fence —And it ſeems this 
filenes Was interpreted into conſent fr it 


followsz—aid thou thoughteſt I Was altogether 
vo ſuch 


<a hymns Aga, 7 F 1 W 133 
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£6] 
fuch à one as thyſelf ;—but the pfalmiſt adds; 
bow ill be took this at men's hands, and that 
they ſhould not know the difference between 
the forbearance of ſinners, and his neglect of 
their ſins but I will reprove thee, and ſet 
them in order before thee. Upon the whole of 
which, he bids them be better adviſed, and 
conſider , leſt, while they forget God, he pluck 
them away, and there be none to deliver 
them. | 1% r 
Thus much for: the firſt W and cauſe 
which the text gives, why the hearts of the 
ſons of men are ſo fully ſet in them to do evil; 
upon which I have only one or two cautions! 
to add That, in the firſt place, we frequently 
deceive ourſelves in the calculation that ſentence' 
ſhall not be ſpeedily executed. By fad ex» 
perience, vicious and debauched men find this: 
matter to turn out very different in practice, 
from their expectations in theory; God having” 
ſo contrived: the nature of things throughout the 
whole ſyſtem. of moral duties, that every vice, 


in ſome meaſure, ſhould immediately revenge 


itlelf upon the doer;— that falſehood, and unfair 


dealing, ends in diſtruſt and diſhonour; that 


drunkenneſs and debauchery, ſhould weaken the 


thread of life, and cut it ſo ſhort, that the tranſ . 


greſſor, ſhall. not live out half his days; that 
pride ſhiould be followed by mortifications;—'! 
extravagance” by poverty and diſtreſs; that the 
revengeful and malicious, ſhould be the greateſt 

i Ver. V. F tor- 
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can'be lo * no other light but as an 
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tetmentor of himſelf, the perpetual diſturbances 
of his own mind, being ſo.immediate'a chaftife. 
ment, as to verify what the wiſe man ſuys upon 
it, That as the mereiful man does good t6 his 
own foul, ſo 205 that i is cruel nen his own 
fleſh, 181648 17405 "i 

57 In all which l Ge i8 5 e ine in. 
dependent of theſe; and that is; thb puniffiment 
Which a mans own tnind takes upon itfelf, from 
the remorſe of doing What is wrong. Hrima 
oft hec witid this i is the firſt revenge * 
whatever other puniſhments he may eſcape, 1 

ſure to follow: cloſe upon his heels, and dine 


him whereſoever he goes for Whenever a man 


commits a! wilful bad action he drinks down 
poiſon, which, though it may Work flowly, 
will work ſurely, and give Rim perpetual [pains 
arid heart- aches aud, if | no: means be. uſedi to 
expel it, will deſtroy him at laſſ So that, not- 
withſtanding that final ſentence of God is not 
executed ſpeedily in exact weight: and meaſure, 
there is nevertheleſs. a ſentence executed, 
Which a man's own. conſeience Pronounces 
againſt him ;—and every wicked | mari; I believe, 
feels as regular a proceſs. within his on breaſt 
gqommenced againſt himſelf, and finds himſelf as 
much aceuſed, and as evidently and impartially 
condemned for what hechas: done amiſß, us if 

had received fentence before the moſt awful 

unal :—which judgment of conſcience," As it 
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anticipation of that righteous and.uvalterable ſen- 
tence which will be :pronounced hereafter by 
that Being to whom he is finally to give an ac 
count of his actions I cannot conceive the ſtate 
of his mind under any character than of that 
anxious doubtfulneſs defcribed by the prophet, 
bat the wicked are like the troubled ſea: 
when it cannot reſt, n water eaſt up mire 
and" filth. / 

«ib ſecond 4 caution RY this widtifoem, dh 
of falſe. hope, in ſentence not being executed 
ſpeedily, will ariſe from this conſideration 
That in our vain caleulation of this diſtant point 
of. rettibution, We generally reſpite it to the 
day of judgment; — and as that may be a thou - 
ſand, or ten thouſand years off, it proportion- 
ably lefſens the terror To rectify this miſtake, 
we ſhould firſt conſider, that the diſtance of a” 
thing no way alters the nature of it—2dly, 
That we are deceived: in this diſtant proſpect, 
not conſidering that however fur off we may fix 
it in this belief, that in fact it is no farther off 
from every man than the day of his on death. 
And how certain that day is, we need not 
ſurely be reminded: Tis the certainty of the 
matter, and of an event which will as ſurely 
oome to paſs, as that the ſun ſhall riſe to-morrow 
morning, — that ſhould enter as much into our 
calculations, as if it was hanging over our heads. 
AVFor though, in our fond imaginations, We 
dream of living many years upon the ęarth; 

F 2 how 
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how unerpectedly are we mind tem itt 
How oft, in the ſtrength of our age, in the 
midſt of our projects, When we are promiſing 
ourſelves the eaſe of many years? how oft, at 
that very time, and in the height of this ima- 
gination, is the decree ſealed, and the com- 
mandment gone forth to call us into nn 
world f— | 
This may ſuffice for the exemination of this 
one great cauſe of the corruption of the world; 
from whence I ſhould proceed, as I purpoſed, 
to an enquiry after ſome other unhappy cauſes 
which have a ſhare in this evil.—But I have 
taken up ſo much more of your time in this than 
L firſt intended, that I ſhall defer what I have 
to ſay to the next occaſion, and put an end to 
this diſcourſe, by an anſwer to a queſtion often 
aſked relatively to this argument, in prejudice 
of chriſtianity, which cannot be more ſeaſonably 
anſwered than in a diſcourſe at this time and 
that is, Whether the chriſtian religion has 
done the world any ſervice in reforming the 
lives and morals of mankind ,—which ſome who 
pretend to have conſidered the preſent ſtate of 
vice, ſeem to doubt of? This objection I, in 
ſome meaſure, have anticipated in the beginning 
of this diſcourſe and what I have to add to 
that argument is this, — that as it is impoſſible 
to decide the point by evidence of facts, which 
at ſo great a diſtance cannot be brought together 
and en tt muſt be decided: by reaſon, 
| and 
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and; the probability of things; upon which ine, 
one might appeal to the moſt profeſſed: deiſt, 
and truſt him to determine, — whether the lives 


of thoſe. Who are ſet looſe from all obligations, 


but thoſe of conveniency, — can be compared 


with thofe who have been bleſt with the extra- 
ordinary light of a religion ?—and whether ſo 
juſt and holy a religion as the chriſtian, which 
ſets reſtraints even upon our thoughts, —a reli- 
gion Which gives us the moſt engaging ideas of 
the perfections of God ,—at the ſame time that 
it impreſſes the moſt awful ones of his majeſty 
and power; — a Being rich in mercies, but if 
they are abuſed, terrible in his judgments ;— 
one conſtantly about our ſecret paths, — about 
our beds; — Who ſpieth out all our ways, — 


noticeth all our actions, and is ſo pure in his 


nature, that he will puniſh even the wicked 
imaginations of the heart, and has appointed a 
day wherein he will enter into this enquiry, 
and execute Judgment according as we have 
deſeryed. 
If either the hopes or fears, the paſſions or 
reaſon of men are to be wrought upon, at all, 
ſuch principles muſt have an effect, though, I 
own, very far ſhort of what a thinking man 
ſhould expect from ſuch motives, 
No doubt, there is great room for amend- 
ment in the chriſtian world ,—and the profeſſors 
of our holy religion may in general be ſaid to 
be a very corrupt and bad generation of men,— 
F 3 | con- 


. N 1 
eonſidering what reaſoris and obligations 
Have to be better Vet ſtill I affirm, if thaſe 
reſtraints were leſſened; the world Would be 
inſinitely worſe and therefore we cannot ſuß 
ficiently bleſs and adore the goodneſs of God 
for theſe advantages brought by the coming of 
Chriſt,—which God grant that we may live to 
be more deſerving of; that, in the laſt day, 
when he ſhäll come again to judge the world, 
we may riſe to life immortal, Amen. 
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